


For the past three years, I have had the tremendous privilege of working with you at 
Saint John Paul II Parish and Visitation Catholic School. Our journey together has been 
filled with the greatest of joys and the most significant of challenges.  Through it all, we 
continue to serve our community, to educate those who thirst for our Faith, to care for 
those in need and act as a beacon of hope here in Kewanee and beyond.

AsAs a parish, thankful for all that God has done for us, we must now look to the future. In 
order to prepare for the future, we embark on a capital campaign to address our most 
pressing needs as a church and school community. This campaign will look to address 
the immediate and long-term needs of our campus buildings, including our church, 
school, parish center, and parish grounds. In addition to our parish-wide structural 
maintenance and reparations, Visitation Catholic School is in need of our special help. 
As you are all aware, I take great pride in Visitation Catholic School and the Catholic 
educationeducation it provides to its students.  Over the years, Visitation School Foundation has 
generously aided the parish in funding the school. As of late, their resources have 
depleted and we, as a parish, need to continue the generosity shown to the school 
throughout the past. Part of this campaign will go towards funding for Visitation 
Catholic School, in order to continue their legacy of Catholic education here in 
Kewanee. We are all one Faith Community looking to spread God’s love and 
compassion to those around us, and as a parish it is up to us to take care of our beloved 
church, school, and propertchurch, school, and property. 

With God’s bountiful help and grace we embark together on this journey. To those who 
established our parish and school so many years ago and those who, through the years, 
sacrificed to make our parish vibrant and strong, we owe a debt of gratitude. In 
thanksgiving, now we must provide for generations to come. I am asking for your help, 
indeed be it sacrificial. Please give prayerful consideration to being a part of this 
campaign. Your parish needs you! Our children and grandchildren’s future of faith needs 
you! You have all been so generous in the past and I know that this campaign will be one 
of the great accomplishments of our parish for generations to come. of the great accomplishments of our parish for generations to come. 

Many years of history are in these hallowed walls of Saint John Paul II Parish and we are 
thankful to our predecessors who provided for our faith. We look to the future, so that the 
generations to come will find in our parish and school, people of vibrant faith who seek 
to love God and to serve others all the days of their lives. With confidence in our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, we move forward knowing that He will never leave or abandon us. 

-Saint Ignatius 
of Loyola

Peace and Joy, 

History

Over the years, the Catholic churches in Kewanee have undergone a multitude of changes that brought us to where 
we are today, as Saint John Paul II Parish. The first Catholic Church in Kewanee was built in 1855 and named for 
St. Mary. The parish was later renamed the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary when a new church was built in 
1885. In the early 1900’s the Kewanee Catholic community built four Catholic Churches: St. Stanislaus Church 
(1906), serving people of the Polish decent; St. Anthony Church (1913), serving the Lithuanians; St. Joseph Church 
(1917), serving the Belgians; and the present Visitation Church (1915), which was dedicated to serve 
English-speaking Catholics. 

InIn 1982 the four Churches merged into two parishes: St. Stanislaus and St. Anthony became St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish and continued to use St. Stanislaus Church as the site of worship, and the new parish created by the merger 
of St. Joseph Church and Visitation was named St. Mary Parish in honor of the first Catholic Church in Kewanee. 
St. Mary Parish community continued to use the Visitation Church as their site of worship. St. Mary Parish 
conducted a capital campaign in 2008 that successfully raised money for church improvements and repairs. 

InIn 2013, the two parishes, which were created in 1982, merged to form Saint John Paul II Parish. Now we have one 
strong parish in Kewanee, Saint John Paul II Parish, which uses the Visitation Catholic Church as the site of 
worship. 

AnotherAnother blessing to our Faith Community is Visitation Catholic School. The first Visitation Catholic School was 
built in 1895 and underwent many reconfigurations, like the parish. Since 1989, the school has been a pillar of 
educational excellence in Kewanee providing its students with the tools that they need to be successful members of 
their church, community, and country. Visitation Catholic School Foundation has been a major proponent of the 
school and what it does for its children. Over the years the Foundation was blessed to be able to provide consistent 
financial support to the school. At this time, the Foundation has reached a point where the funds have nearly been 
depleted,depleted, leaving the parish as the sole provider of school funding. Enrollment is increasing every year, alumni 
relations have been fostered through Visitation Forever, and efforts to improve marketing and development have 
been made.  In order to continue the legacy of Visitation Catholic School, the parish needs assistance to help keep 
the school open. 

With growth being inevitable in both the church and school, we are now embarking on a capital campaign for the 
next three years to address our most pressing needs as a community.
 
Saint John Paul II Parish is a stewardship parish guided by the four principles of stewardship: Responsibility, 
Ownership, Accountability, and Reward. We are God’s stewards and so we are called to take the “ownership” of our 
parish, to know that we are “responsible” to manage it and one day each one of us will be called to give an 
“account” for how we have managed what God has given us (The Parable of the Talents: Matthew 25: 14-30). As 
faithful stewards of all God has given us we expect to be “rewarded” incompletely in this life, but fully in the next 
(Colossians 3: 23-24; Matthew 25: 21). 
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After prayerful discernment, study, and discussion among various councils, boards and committees of our parish 
and Visitation Catholic School, it has been decided to undertake a parish-wide capital campaign, Building On 
Our Past…Envisioning Our Future, in order to raise the funds necessary to repair our parish campus buildings 
as well as to fund Visitation Catholic School. It is our goal to raise approximately $1,030,000 that will allow us 
to address these pressing needs in the following areas:  
 
Parish Campus Building Repairs                                                           $330,665 
OurOur beloved parish buildings are in need of necessary repairs to ensure the longevity of the buildings for years 
to come. As our place of worship and faith formation, it is imperative that these repairs are done: 
  ♦ Masonry repairs and waterproofing on the exterior of the church and the school (including gymnasium)  
  ♦ Plaster repairs on the lower interior of the church followed by painting the interior where the repairs are   
     completed  
  ♦ Replace furnace and air conditioning units in the church as needed, school, and gymnasium  
  ♦ Convert parish center and rectory boiler to a furnace system 
    ♦ Replace lighting in the gymnasium/parish hall 
  ♦ Replace the dishwasher in the gymnasium/parish hall  
  ♦ Replace the gym flooring  
 
Visitation Catholic School Funding                                                         $500,000 
VisitationVisitation Catholic School has a rich heritage of providing quality Catholic Education. For many years, 
Visitation Foundation has helped the parish with funding for the school. Over the past decade, there has been a 
steady depletion of the resources in the Visitation Foundation, and it has reached the point where there is only 
approximately one year of assistance left. In order to save the school, there is a need for an increase in funding 
from the parish itself. As school enrollment continues to increase, it is vital to provide Visitation Catholic School 
with the funding and repairs it needs to best serve its students, religious education students, and those who call 
Visitation home.     

Cemetery Maintenance Cemetery Maintenance                                                                  $140,000 
Saint John Paul II Parish is responsible for maintaining our cemeteries.  It is our duty to continue to provide for 
the perpetual care of those who have gone before us. This funding is currently provided through savings; 
however, those savings are rapidly being depleted and will in all likelihood be exhausted within the next three 
years. It is imperative that we ensure that our cemeteries will continue to serve our parish community in the 
coming years. Money raised will go towards maintenance costs for the next ten years. 
 
Campaign Fees and CostsCampaign Fees and Costs                                                                 $60,000   

Campaign Goal                                                                   $1,030,000 
 
Throughout the history of Saint John Paul II and Visitation School, our parishioners and students have made the 
necessary sacrifices in all aspects of parish life and stewardship to further the mission of Christ. As we continue 
to grow and prosper as a parish and school community, we are confident that this challenge will be met with the 
same degree of commitment and participation. 

Our Challenge

The gift plans in this brochure are provided as a suggested guideline when considering your gift to the campaign.
This campaign will need to receive gifts of all shapes and sizes in order to be successful.

How You Can 
Get Involved

Individuals who are financially capable of pledging $10,000, $15,000, $25,000 or more, are asked to step forward and 
become leaders of our campaign. Please review the Suggested Gift Plans and choose a plan that is right for you and 
your family.

 Not everyone can make the same size gift,
 but everyone can make the same size sacrifice.

 "The measure of your own free will offering should be in 
proportion to the blessing the Lord has bestowed on you.” 

Deuteronomy 16:10 
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God, our loving Father,
we thank you for the gift of our Catholic faith

and for Visitation Catholic Church, the holy house 
of worship we call ‘home.’

Bless us in our campaign here at Saint John Paul II 
Parish and Visitation Catholic School.

WWith gratitude and generosity in our hearts,
may we continue to share the wonderful legacy of 

our faith with our children and with future 
generations.

Let all who pass thLet all who pass through the doors of our Church 
know that we welcome them in the name of Jesus 

Christ who lives and reigns with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit one God for ever and ever.

Amen

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us.

Campaign Prayer


